
What type of content is shared?
Highlights of things the class learned (for example very hands on lessons). Taking looks ahead
at what is to come in the classroom. Notes are written home to parents about events that are
happening at school. Many different pictures of the classroom are shared.

How is Cyber Safety addressed?
I found that Cyber Safety wasn’t a huge topic in the blogs that I looked at, although I’m sure
if I searched deeped I’d be able to find something to supplement that. Because the teachers are
taking the initiative to use a blog, I want to hope they’d be aware of how important Cyber
Safety is when teaching students.

Is it two way communication with parents and students or one way?
It is mostly one way communication, I found. But there definitely is the option of having a
two way conversation with parents able to comment on what is happening in the classroom.
It wouldn’t make for very good conversations however, and something like that should be left
more to face-to-face or over email.

What features do you appreciate the most?
The pictures are pretty cool. Allows you to see exactly what is going on in the classroom.
Having the teacher plan so far ahead is pretty cool too. This allows the parents to know
exactly what is going on.

What are some of the shortfalls you have discovered?
I could see doing some of these blogs being a ton of work! Thats not to say that it is a
completely bad thing but I could see it being tough for the teacher to fit other things in such
as planning, marking, extracurricular and ect. It seems like it might be worth it in the end to
see how parent react. If you only have one parent who looks at it though it might feel like a
waste of energy.

What widgets or plug-ins are other teachers using?
I liked the Clustr Map on Kathy Cassidy’s blog. It gives her and the students a good idea of all
the different people around the world who are checking out their blog! I also noticed a hook
up to Twitter, and lots of pictures and videos.
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